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September 17, 2020 

 

 

 

 

Kimberly S. Hermann 

General Counsel 

Southeastern Legal Foundation 

 

VIA Email: khermann@southeasternlegal.org 

 

Dear Ms. Hermann: 

The University of South Florida (University) is in receipt of your recent letters expressing 

concerns regarding the University reopening this fall 2020 academic term.  As you reference you 

are legal counsel, the letters have been forwarded to our office as the direct point of contact for 

response. 

The University has worked to develop strategies and guidelines to provide an effective 

educational experience for all students including those who elect to come to campus.  As your 

letters help to highlight, this is certainly a novel experience for the entire University community 

and questions regarding how to balance the individual rights of all students have been considered 

paramount in the development of those policies. There is no doubt that the coming months will 

be a time for all universities to identify how to best apply and coordinate policies adopted to 

address serious new health concerns and to refine those policies based on everchanging updates 

by the state and national health experts. 

The range of issues outlined in the two SLF letters have been discussed by universities, 

colleges, schools, and businesses as those entities considered how to operate in the current 

environment. For universities, a most pressing responsibility was to provide guidance for the use 

of university space. To that end, the University developed guidelines to be applied in a fair and 

equitable fashion.  The University was able to rely on its established student conduct process 

adopted by University Regulation to provide a mechanism for an open line of communication to 

concerned persons who may make or be the subject of a referral. Within that conduct process, 

due process steps are clearly outlined including informal discussions and final appellate 

reviews.  In addition, as the University existing use of space policies were developed as 

viewpoint neutral, the reopening policy continued that practice and was developed to focus on 

ensuring the best possible learning environment in compliance with state and federal 

guidance.  To the extent the reopening has guidelines for student organizations, those guidelines 

will be applied equitably and in the interest of the health of the university community.  The use 
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of COVID testing is based on current law and is reasonable given the health crises and accepted 

practices.   

 The University will apply its policies and processes to ensure an appropriate balancing of the 

rights of its community.  The University is prepared to address any specific factual 

circumstances that may arise directly with those individuals involved to avoid the diversion of 

resources on speculation or hypothetical challenges.  It is helpful to know that organizations like 

SLF and other groups are vested in assisting colleges and universities in their mission to provide 

the best possible educational experience during this challenging time.     

 

     Sincerely, 

 

     / Joanne M. Adamchak / 

 

Joanne M. Adamchak 

     Senior Associate General Counsel 

     813-974-1683; jadamcha@usf.edu 
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